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THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 1800 1900

What the Century Has Wrought In the American

National Capital

STEADY EXPANSION ALONG THE BROADEST LINES

A Beautiful City of Government Palaces and Stately Homes
The Plans of LEnfant as Alterwards Executed by Shep

herdHistory of the Selection of the Site and the Trans-
fer

¬

of the Government From Philadelphia The Future

In celebrating the centenary of the National Capital tie thousands of visitors
here from different section of the United States ill find adlillonil cnjojiront It
they will keep clearly In mind the funlaracntal idea that this is their home and
the nations home that it is in the broadest and fullest sense a capital city
of the people by the people and for the rcople

It is not only a city founded and built by the people of all sections and Slates
but It is ruled directly bv Hum tlirougi Iheir Senators and Iteprcsentatlscs in
Congress Unlike other cities it has m Slate Legislature and no eitj counci to
call upon hence Congress performs the duties cf both and a Doard of DHt lct
Commissioners appointed by the President arts practically as mayor So com-
pletely

¬

is its government national that the cltirens of the District of Columbia
hac no suffrage and therefore no vote in District affairs

Tin- - Selection of the Mc
The Constitution of the United States which went into effect in ITS gave to

Congress power to exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over
such district not exceeding ten miles square as ma by cession of particular
States and the acceptance of Congress become the seat of the Government of the
United States

The first President Washington was inaugurated April SO 1TS3 In New York
and almost Immediately thereafter the claims and advantages of rival cities as
a scat of government were prescntel toCongrcss Over a dozen cities and towns
were competitors for the great pri among which were Trenton 1hiladelpbj
Lancaster Itoadlng Harrisburg Carlisle Vcrk Germantovui Baltimore aii
Georgetown After a 2ong and exhaustive consideration of the merits of the re-
spective

¬

places Congress In 17H0 Feleted Philadelphia as the temporary capital
until 1S0O when Washington was to become the rermancnt seat of government
This latter site was the fixed choice of Washington for whom by general consent
me uapiini uuy was namca

Jn 1791 President Washington issued a proclamation that four boundary lines
around the permanent site on the Potomac bo established and on April ID of
that jcar the cornerstone of the federal district was laid with due ceremonies

In 1733 the cornerstone of the Capitol building was laid with pomp and cere-
mony

¬

and in 1S0O Congress first assembled in its new and permanent home
As may be seen by reference to the map on the last page the site of the

Federal district was selected at the head of navigation on the Potomac Ttiver and
the new city was located between the two branches on the ilarjland side of the
main stream

As steam railways were unknown in those days a navigable river was a very
Important consideration It will doubtless surpiisc the visitors here from the
States particularly those from the Mississippi Valley to bo told that the Tcto
mac has four times the commercial capacity of the Father of Waters even the
lower stream from St Louis to the Gulf But such Is the fact for depth of navi-
gation

¬

is the true test of a rivers commercial capacity and the Potomac has a
derth of twenty feet In low waf and the lower Mississippi for a good portion
of several years past a depth of only five feet and less at times so shallow over
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the many sand bars that transportation of
grain Is Impeded

So Important did President Washington
consider this feature of the new city

mI

r

tTrr tsSZ

that he projected a canal supplement to
the river to connect its upper stream
with the head waters of the Ohio Itlver
and unite iu commercial ties the then

15
i

undeveloped West with the Atlantic Sea-

board
¬

--As soon as the choice of the site was
ratified by Congress PrcsideJt Washington
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Issued n proclamation giving Instructions in regard to the- boundaries of tha DIf
trlct and describing them as follows Beginning at Jonc3 Point belnj tit
upper cape of Hunting Creek in Virginia and at an angle in the outset or 45 da

grccs west of tno north and moving In a direct llnj ten mlc3 for the flm Una

then beginning again at the same Jones Point and running another direct Una at
a right angle with the first across tho Potomac ten miles for tho second lice
then fromtho termination of tho first and secend lines running two other di-

rect
¬

lines of ten miles each the one crossing ths rotomac and the other tha
eastern branch aforesaid and meeting each other In a point

Jones Point ns shown on tho map Is the southern extremity of tho city of
Alexandria The District as thus laid out was ten mlle3 square as provllcd by
tho Constitution and contained 100 square miles Today It contains but rlxty

nlne and one quarter square miles a3 in IS 15 about one third of the District
which lid originally been ceded by Virginia was rctroccded to that State and la
now known as Alexandria County

Tlic Ilnn nf lie Cltj- -

One of the most striking and popular features of tho National Capital is Iho

plan of the city designed by IEnfant whose pralsc3 are-- sounded In tho ceremo ¬

nies of the present Centennial Ceiabratlon and in whose honor somo permanent

memorial will doubtless soon be TccteJ
As usual ever thing relating to hi3 favorite city was under the personal super

vision cf President Washington lis laying out Is concisely and clearly stated in
the United State3 Censu3 Iteport cf 1SS0 as follows

Under the personal direction of President Washington the three Com

missioners with Andrew Elllcott and Major Teter CharlC3 LEnfant mado ar¬

rangements for laving out the site of the city
The city was laid out according to plans made by Major LEafant based on

the plan of the city of Versailles France This was substantially a plan lor a
regular network of rectangular streets travjrscd diagonally by broad avenues in

tersecting the strcct3 obliquely and giving occasion for many square circular
and triangalar reservations

The rlan wa3 carried out unJcr the direction of Andrew Elllcott who later
laid out the city of Buffalo on a somewhat similar plan

The central lines of the streets both north and south and cast and west pass

through the centre of the Capitol They are placed according to the true
meridian

These diagonal avcnue3 are very wide generally each ICO feet They con

stitute the real thoroughfares anl landmarks of the city
The streets and avenues of the Capital arc wider than those of any other

great city of the world
From the dome of the Capitol tho visitor can get the best view o tne

avenues and the magnificence of the ibu
Miirlrcnlli CViltirr Ilnlntion

The population cf the District In 1SC0 when the Capital vas here
from Philadelphia was 11091 Today it Is 27S71S ranking fifteenth among tno
leading cities of tho United States 13 population during Its am century

which is the nineteenth of the Christian era was as follows
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estimate the future population of the District It reasonable to rup

pese that the average percentage cf during each decade of the twen-

tieth century will be at least which is far the aforesaid 26 per cent
of Increase for each decade
estimate Is as follows
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WASHINGTON IN 1900
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The estimate seems reasonable for the reason that the
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